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The Hope BlanketThe Hope Blanket
In today’s world, we often hear about how small actions can lead to big impacts, and a group of women who crochet 
together are a perfect example of this. The crochet community is a very close community and what started as a 
hobby, and a way to bond over a shared interest, quickly turned into a means to support a cause close to their hearts. 
The crochet community spent hours chatting and crafting together, and the women realised that they wanted to do 
something more, something that would make a difference in the lives of others. They decided to start raising funds 
for CANSA, with cancer being a disease that had affected many of their loved ones. 
They put their crochet skills to work and began hosting fundraising events, crochet 
workshops and other fun events to encourage funding. With their hooks working, 
and their hearts full of compassion, these women came together to make a positive 
impact in the world, and so began Crochet for Cancer.

Without a dedicated group of volunteers and sponsors this project would not have been possible. The people listed 
below gave generously of their time and resources to bring this project to life. 

The Hope Blanket is a Funky Sheep Design by Gina Shepherd, designed exclusively for 
Crochet for Cancer. Gina is a crochet designer who lives in Pretoria. You can find her on 
Instagram using the handle @ginaandthefunkysheep, or visit her blog:  
thefunkysheep.blog, or email gina@thefunkysheep.blog.

Tech editing by Mariana Müller. Mariana is a Pretoria-based designer, and lady of many 
talents. With her tremendous patience and keen eye for detail she tech edited the pattern to 
ensure it was correct. Find Mariana on Instagram using the handle @sweetcrochetdreams or 
on Facebook Sweet Crochet Dreams.

The beautiful photographs throughout this pattern were taken by Amor Nawn. Amor has 
an incredible eye, and her styling skills are fantastic. She is based in Pretoria and you can 
find her on Instagram using the handle @amornawnphoto, and on Facebook Amor Nawn 
Photography. You can also email Amor at amornawnphotography@gmail.com.

The pattern was tested by Annelie Fouche, Adele Griesel, Charmaine Laurence, Elise Pieterse, and Elza-Marie van 
Lille. Testers are an invaluable asset, and their care and patience is much appreciated.

The yarn for the development of this project was generously sponsored by Moya.  Mother and daughter team, Hester 
and Martine, are based in Somerset West. They produce high quality, hand-dyed yarns that are a dream to work with 
and come in beautiful colours.

Kits can be purchased from Afrique Yarn on the website www.afriqueyarn.com. You can purchase 
a kit to make for charity, or to make for yourself. Either way funds will be raised for Crochet for 
Cancer as the designer commission, in full, will be donated to Crochet for Cancer. Go on. You know 
you want to. Choose from either of the two colourways, or choose from the range of Moya cotton 
and make your own colourway.
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What you’ll need:

Bright Colourway

Colour No. Colour name No. cakes 
required

MC Natural 13
CC1 Canary 2
CC2 Watermelon 2
CC3 Kiwi 2
CC4 Butternut 2
CC5 Grapefruit 2
CC6 Lagoon 2

Total 25

Pink Colourway

Colour No. Colour name No. cakes 
required

MC Natural 13
CC1 Bubblegum 2
CC2 Pomegranate 2
CC3 Ness Pink 2
CC4 Dusty Pink 2
CC5 Candyfloss 2

Total 23

Both colourways use Moya DK Cotton (100% cotton, 50g/135m)

Hook: 
3.5mm crochet  hook (or size required to obtain 
gauge). 

Notions:
Scissors, measuring tape, tapestry needle.

Abbreviations Used:
Abbreviation Description
BLO Back loop only
CC Contrast colour
Ch Chain
Cnr Corner
Dc Double crochet
Dc2tog Double crochet two together
DK Double knitting
Ea Each
Fnd Foundation
FO Fasten off
Htr Half treble crochet
Inc Increase
MC Main colour
R / Rnd Round
RS Right side
Sk Skip
Sp Space
SS Slip stitch
St Stitch
Tr Treble crochet

Gauge and project dimensions: 

Each square = 13cm (unblocked). 
Blanket = 112cm w x 139cm h.

Please refer to the sizing after each round to see if you 
are on track with gauge.  
There was tremendous variability in the testing phase 
with some testers using crochet hooks as big as 
4.5mm.

This pattern is written in UK terms and uses metric measurements.
Difficulty level:  Easy
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Please work through the notes prior to starting as it may answer questions you have.

Notes:

1. The blanket is made up of 80 squares, laid out in 8 columns by 10 rows.
2. Squares and finishing are worked in the round with RS facing throughout.
3. Each square is started as a circle of three rounds and then squared off. The centre of each square is  
 a colour, followed by two rounds of MC.
4. The square is made up of approximately 5g of each colour for the centre, followed by 5g of MC in  
 the final two rounds. The approximate total of 10g for each square is inclusive of ends prior   
 to weaving in. Ends were calculated at around 10cm throughout.
5. Standing stitches can be used instead of ch 3 at the beginning of each round, and make for a   
 neater start to the round, as well as neater joins. 
6. You should obtain between 9 and 10 squares from a cake of MC and a cake of one of the colours.  
 Since the pattern does not call for all of the yarn, if you wish to make more squares you can add   
 another row to your blanket.  Bear in mind the stitch differences if you add additional row(s) for the  
 joins and borders. You might also require an additional ball of MC.
7. When joining, it is useful to begin by marking out the bottom right square with a stitch marker. This  
 will make it easier to identify where you are during joining. 

Techniques and special stitches:

Standing stitches: To work a standing 
stitch start with a slip knot already on 
the hook, insert hook into the required 
stitch or chain, and work your desired 
stitch as normal. Do not work too 
loosely or too tightly. This one takes a 
bit of practice, but can be a lovely start 
to a round or row.

Invisible join: The invisible join 
replaces the slip stitch join at the end 
of a round. When you have reached 
the last stitch, cut the yarn leaving an 
end of at least 10cm, then pull the 
yarn through the stitch. Thread the 
end onto a tapestry needle, and insert 
into the top of the first stitch taking 
care to work through the horizontal 
loop at the rear of the stitch too. Now 
pull through, and that’s it. Do not work 
too tightly as this will pucker your join. 

Picot:  Work the stitch that will be 
beneath the picot, then ch 3, then 
insert the hook at the base of the ch 3 
and work a SS, then continue working 
your next stitches. I like to work 
through the “legs” of the dc stitch for a 
firmer picot. 
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Square Pattern

*For measurement of R1-3 the diameter of the circle is given.
** See layout on next page for the number of squares required for each colour, and layout.

Fnd: With CC colour of choice, ch 5, SS to form a ring.
R1: Ch 3 OR standing tr into ring. Work a further 11 tr into the ring. SS to join. (12) (2.5cm)
R2: Ch 3 OR standing tr, work another tr into same st, then work 2 tr into each remaining st around. SS to join.  
 (24) (5cm)
R3: Ch 3 OR standing tr, 2 tr into next st, *tr in next st, 2 tr into next st.* Repeat from * to * around. SS to join.  
 (36) (7cm)
R4: You will now square off the circle created in R1-3. Ch 5 (counts as ch 4 plus first dc), dc into next 2 st, ch 6, sk  
 5 st, dc in next 2 st, *ch 4, dc in next 2 st, ch 6, sk 5 st, dc in next 2 st.* Repeat from * to * omitting last dc. SS  
 into beg ch 5 loop to join. (56) (8cm)
R5: Ch 3 OR standing tr, then work [2 tr, ch 3, 3 tr] into starting ch 5 sp from R4, dc into each of the next 2 st,   
 then work 2 htr into ch 6 loop from R4, work tr into centre st of the skipped st from R3, work another 2 htr  
 into ch 6 loop from R4, dc into ea next 2 st, *[3 tr, ch 3, 3 tr] into ch 4 loop from R4 to form next corner, dc  
 in each next 2 st, 2 htr into ch 6 loop from R4, tr into centre st of the skipped st from R3, 2 htr into ch 6 loop  
 from R4, dc into each next 2 st.* Repeat from * to * twice more. SS to join. FO. (72) (9cm)
R6: Join MC into any corner and ch 1 (does not count as a st, so take care not to join into it at end of round),   
 *work 5 dc into corner sp, dc into each of the next 3 st, htr into each of the next 2 st, dc into each of   
 the next 5 st, htr into each of the next 2 st, dc into each of the next 3 st.* Repeat from * to * 3 more times. SS  
 to join. (80) (11cm)
R7: Ch 3 OR standing tr, tr in next  st,*[2 tr, ch 3, 2 tr] into next st to form corner (ensure you are in the centre st  
 of the 5 st in the corner from R6 when making the corner), tr into each of the next 19 st across.* Repeat from  
 * to * 3 more times, omitting last 2 tr. SS to join, or use the invisible join for a neater finish. FO. (104) (13cm)
 
 Weave in ends. Block lightly, taking care not to stretch the square unnecessarily.
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Colour Layout and Placement

Pink Colourway

Bright Colourway
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Modified zipper join
Squares are joined by attaching all rows horizontally, and then the vertical joins 
are worked. Ensure all joins run in the same direction for all horizontal joins, 
and then the same for vertical joins. Work is always RS facing.
Mark the bottom right hand corner st of the first square with a st marker to 
make it easy to identify the orientation throughout.

With a slipknot on the hook and the first two squares held back to back, work 
a SS through both corner sp. Next insert hook into the first st on each square 
starting with the square nearest to you from front to back in the back loop only 
(you do not need to remove the hook as with the regular zipper method). The 
back loops will be facing the middle on both sides. Pull the yarn through to 
form a SS. Ensure that your tension is not tight as this may cause your joins to 
pucker. Continue across the squares and work a SS through the cnr sp, then ch 
1, pick up the next squares held back to back and continue to work in the same 
manner until you have joined all the squares as per the layout given. Continue 
to add rows of squares until you have joined all the rows. 

When you have joined all the rows on the horizontal, ensuring that all your borders run in the same direction, work 
the vertical joins. This can be achieved by folding the section you are working to expose the join and working the 
vertical rows in exactly the same manner as the horizontal. Remember to make a ch 1 after the first cnr sp join of 
each square. This will create a neat little twist across the corner joins.
If you do not wish to use the modified zipper join, you can use the regular zipper join method, or any solid joining 
method of your choice.

Border
After joining, a two round border is worked with RS facing throughout.
R1: Join MC in any cnr sp and work 5 dc into cnr sp (mark the centre stitch of the 5 dc with a stitch marker for  
 easy identification later), then you will work a dc into each of the next 23 st. Across the cnr spaces where two  
 squares intersect work a dc2tog across both sp. This will allow the border to lie flat and not ruffle. Repeat  
 across each side ensuring that you place 5 dc in each cnr sp. Your stitch count in total, including corners,   
 should be 195 st across each short side, plus 1 for each corner stitch (4), and 243 stitches across each long  
 side. Total stitch count for round = 880 dc. SS to join.
R2: Ch 1 (does not count as a st), dc over ch 1, dc in next st, work 5 dc in corner st. Continue working a dc in each  
 dc with 5 dc in the corner st you marked earlier. Your stitch count in total, including corners, should be 199  
 st across each short side, plus 1 for each corner stitch (4), and 247 stitches across each long side. Total stitch  
 count for round = 896 dc. Join with a SS and FO. 
R3: Join MC into any cnr st, then work [3 dc, picot (in 3rd st), 2 dc], then dc in next st, picot in same st, work a dc  
 in each of the next 3 st, picot on the third dc. Work this way across working a  picot into the 3rd dc, and [3  
 dc, picot, 2 dc] into each cnr st. On the short sides, at the end of the side before the cnr you will work 2 dc  
 and picot, then continue with the cnr. Once you’ve worked around join with a SS and FO. Weave in all ends.

Finishing
Blocking natural fibres makes them look their best, 
so it is advisable to not skip this step. When you have 
fastened off and woven in all ends block the project 
lightly. You can wet or steam block your work. Do not 
stretch the fabric. Blocking should be to smooth and 
shape.
It is advisable to not soak the project, simply wash 
on a cold, delicate cycle in the machine using gentle 
detergent. Dry flat. Shape and smooth while wet.
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